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The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie is a community 
that values diversity, peace, democracy and the interdependent web of 
all existence.  The Fellowship nurtures and challenges its members in 
their religious journeys, and advocates for social justice in the larger 

community. We are engaged in worship, study, public service, fellowship 
and social action. We invite your attendance and participation. 

 

 
June Services  

 

 
June 1  ñHard Decisionsò 

Theyôre always worth it in the long run.  Rev. Kay Greenleaf 
    Fellowship SingersðHelen Baldwin 

 

June 8  "The Importance of Allies" 
Planned Parenthood Mid-Hudson Valley welcomes you to an interactive discussion 
on how to be an ally to the Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Queer & 
Questioning Community. This will be a short presentation on the LGBTQ 
Community and the Social Justice Movement for all.  

David Deslauriers, PPMHV Education 
Program Associate: Judith Knauss 
Hymnbook ChoirðBarbara Kendall 

June 15    ñOur UU Fathersò 
In celebration of Fatherôs Day, we will hear two captivating stories of adoption and 
child-rearing from two of our UU fathers, Bob Bomersbach and Kevin Barnes. We 
will also welcome our other UU fathers to reflect and respond on their experiences 
with fatherhood.    Program Coordinator: Joe Cosentino 
     Fellowship SingersðHelen Baldwin  

 

June 22   ñAll in This Togetherò 
 Weôre all weôve got ï we have to make the best of it. Rev. Kay Greenleaf 
    Hymnbook Choir  

 

June 29    "Sailing Down My Golden River" 
Pat Lamanna recounts her experience as a volunteer crew member on the 

Sloop Clearwater for a week in May 2008, in words, songs, and (possibly) pictures.  
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UU News and Viewsò is published monthly  
(except July and August) by the Unitarian  
Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie, and is  
mailed to our members and friends without charge. 
Editor:  Rita Banner 
email:  banner@sunydutchess.edu 
Mailing: RSVP, to whom go our thanks.  
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                 The Last Word   
 
Barring some miracle (or catastrophe, depending on your point of view), this will 
be the last ñUU News and Viewsò article I write during my term as President of the 
Fellowship.  It has been a rewarding, if challenging, two years, and I am humbly 
grateful for having had the privilege.  This does not signal a drastic change in my 
involvement in our Fellowship community.  Iôm not that easy to get rid of.   
 
My vieUUs on several things have changed considerably over the six years that I 
have served on the Board of Trustees.  I have shed some preconceived ideas 
about governance (a fancy word for ñwho runs the place, anyway?ò).  As in any 
organization, leadership does not come through having ideas and objectives.  
Even if a person could be right and have brilliant 
thoughts 100% of the time, it takes a good deal of 
consensus building and persuasion to accomplish 
any sort of change.  And we all know my record for 
being right hardly approached 100%! 
 
One of my convictions has not changed in any 
fundamental way.  That is that the Fellowship is not 
synonymous with any single person, group or 
structure.  I always feel sad when someone ceases to 
participate, ostensibly because of a disagreement 
with another member or with the minister or with 
some policy that the Board or UUA has expressed.  How do you drop out of your 
family? 
 
The Fellowship is not the President or the Board of Trustees or the entire cadre of 
leaders and volunteers that ñrunò the organization.  The Fellowship is not the 
minister. No minister, not Martin Luther King, Jr., not Ralph Waldo Emerson, not 
even Jesus, Buddha or god herself, could please everyone.  The Fellowship is not, 
contrary to what I once thought, the people.  I now tend to think of the Fellowship 
as the community of members and friends caught in the act of intending to fulfill 
its mission of valuing ñdiversity, peace, Democracy and the interdependent web of 
all existence. . .[nurturing and challenging each other] in their religious journeys, 
and . . .[advocating] for social justice in the larger community.ò  The Fellowship is 
what happens when we ñare engaged in worship, study, public service, fellowship 
and social action.ò 
 
To be a part of this noble and ennobling undertaking is why I participate.  
Although our Fellowship is facing some challenging times, I see tremendous 
opportunities for numerical, maturational, organic and incarnational growth.  
Besides, you are my friends, and I love you.   


